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Letter from ASTRI to the 2nd edition of ISTH2020 
 
On behalf of the ASTRI Association it is a great pleasure to introduce the proceedings of the 2nd 
International Symposium "NEW METROPOLITAN PERSPECTIVES" - Strategic planning, spatial 
planning, economic programs and decision support tools, through the implementation of 
Horizon/Europe2020. 
ASTRI, the Scientific Association on Interdisciplinary Research and Regional Studies, is a young Italian not-
for-profit organization, with the scope to promote dialogue and networking among researchers practitioners 
and activists from different fields and disciplinary backgrounds; it was formed in 2013 since when it has 
developed into an innovative and energetic organisation responding creatively and positively to a demanding 
and fast changing environment.   
It has been an honor to support the Scientific Organizers and Guest Editors framing the ISTH2020_2016 
programme. The ASTRI Association has co-organized the ISTH2020_2016 Symposium in 15 thematic 
sessions, addressing and covering key themes like creative economy local development, metropolitan cities 
and inner areas, strategic planning and project evaluation, competitiveness and mobility, cultural project for 
the inclusive societies,  place-based integrated planning, energy, landscape management, ICT and smart 
cities. ASTRI - made up of young researchers - is aware of the 21st-century demanding challenges that early 
careers face to establish themselves in the international research scenario. This is the reason why the 
Association is stimulated in contributing to the debate on the role of early careers in the research field at 
international as local levels and in creating more and better publishing opportunities to encourage young, 
talented researchers to pursue scientific careers.  
This year, 146 quality contributions have been selected (20% written by early career researchers), believing 
that all of these papers not only provide novel ideas, new results, work in progress, and state-of-the-art 
techniques in this field, but also stimulate future research activities in the area of strategic planning, spatial 
planning, economic programs and decision support tools.  
The 15 thematic sessions, hosted at the Mediterranea University of Reggio Calabria, are accompanied by 10 
significant special events expressly dedicated to connect the scientific community with professionals, 
institutions, NGOs, privates and citizens. 
The ISTH2020_2016 Symposium is the result of hard and excellent work of many people, including authors, 
external reviewers, program committee members, thematic session chairs, scientific organizers and last but 
not least the young ASTRI team.  A lot of people have helped and worked hard to produce a successful 
networking event. I would like to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to all of them for their 
cooperation in completing the conference program under a very tight schedule.  
 
Sincerely, 
Giuseppina Cassalia 
Chair of ASTRI – Associazione Scientifica Territorio e Ricerca Interdisciplinare 
